


Plato, Phaedrus 14

But when it

came to letters,
AThi s, 0 s
Theut h, i
make the
Egyptians wiser
and give them

better

memories; it is a
specific both for

the memory and
for the wi



Thamus replied:

0O most i1 ngenius Theuth, the
not always the best judge of the utility or inutility of his own
Inventions to the users of them. And in this instance, you who
are the father of letters, from a paternal love of your own
children have been led to attribute to them a quality which the?
cannot have; fahis discovery of yours will create forgetfulness
I n the | earnerso soul s, becgeé
they will trust to the external written characters and not
remember of themselveEhe specific which you have
discovered is not an aid to memory, but to reminiscence, and
you give your disciples not truth, but only the semblance of
truth;they will be hearers of many things and will have learnec
nothing; they will appear to be omniscient and will generally
know nothing; they will be tiresome company, having the showv
of wisdom without the realityd
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Instead of being the comfortably  trained
reader of texts with a set horizon of

expectations, | truly became a Candide In
cyberspace, naively moving from adventure

to adventure with the click of a mouse N and
experiencing Candi deodos dump
at how the world beyond my personal

experience functions. While engrossed In
the narrative, | was also in awe of the
technology that could deliver it to me In

such a non -linear and interactive way.

(Kathleen Komar ACLA Presidential Address, 2007)



My first impulse when | began to find actual

pages of text in Patchwork Girl  was to print
them out as hard copy. Having grown up on
structuralism, | wanted at least a minimal

stability in the text so that | could trace the
meanings created by juxtaposition, repetition,

and variations within patterns. | wanted
desperately to stabilize this chaos [. . .]

(Kathleen Komar ACLA Presidential Address, 2007)
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