
Wars of 
the Worlds

or
ñItôs Lovely to Meet You, 
but Youôre in My Seatò



Plato, Phaedrus 14

But when it 
came to letters, 
ñThis,ò said 
Theuth, ñwill 
make the 
Egyptians wiser 
and give them 
better 
memories; it is a 
specific both for 
the memory and 
for the wit.ò



Thamus replied:

òO most ingenius Theuth, the parent or inventor of an art is 

not always the best judge of the utility or inutility of his own 

inventions to the users of them. And in this instance, you who 

are the father of letters, from a paternal love of your own 

children have been led to attribute to them a quality which they 

cannot have; for this discovery of yours will create forgetfulness 

in the learnersõ souls, because they will not use their memories; 

they will trust to the external written characters and not 

remember of themselves. The specific which you have 

discovered is not an aid to memory, but to reminiscence, and 

you give your disciples not truth, but only the semblance of 

truth; they will be hearers of many things and will have learned 

nothing; they will appear to be omniscient and will generally 

know nothing; they will be tiresome company, having the show 

of wisdom without the reality.ó





Espen Aarsethôs Cybertext



Sony E - Book and Amazon Kindle



Michael Rosenôs Chaser and 
Eric Brownôs Intimacies from the 

Hyperliterature Exchange (hyperex.co.uk)



Japanese 

Cell 

Phone 

Novels



Instead of being the comfortably trained 

reader of texts with a set horizon of 

expectations, I truly became a Candide in 

cyberspace, naively moving from adventure 

to adventure with the click of a mouse ñand 

experiencing Candideõs dumbfoundedness 

at how the world beyond my personal 

experience functions. While engrossed in 

the narrative, I was also in awe of the 

technology that could deliver it to me in 

such a non -linear and interactive way.

(Kathleen Komar ACLA Presidential Address, 2007)



My first impulse when I began to find actual 

pages of text in Patchwork Girl was to print 

them out as hard copy. Having grown up on 

structuralism, I wanted at least a minimal 

stability in the text so that I could trace the 

meanings created by juxtaposition, repetition, 

and variations within patterns. I wanted

desperately to stabilize this chaos [. . .]

(Kathleen Komar ACLA Presidential Address, 2007)



Excitement Anxiety



Imposing Order: 
Literary Theory in Practice

Leah Sadyakov
Brooklyn College, City University of New York

FRIDAY



Literature qua Literature: 
Towards a Postmodern 

Phenomenology of Aesthetics 

Evan Smith
University of British Columbia

FRIDAY



A War of Worlds

Nathan Faries
University of Dubuque

FRIDAY



The Shadow Theater, 
Tea House, 

and the 
Arrival of Cinema in China

Liu Yinxing
University of Chicago

FRIDAY



Beyond the Screen: 
Abel Gance and the Language of 

Cinema

Monica Filimon
Rutgers University

SATURDAY



Cinematic Interfaces as 
Mystic Writing Pads

Jeong Seung -hoon
Yale University

SATURDAY



Playing is Fundamental: The 

Oulipian Text As Game

Mark Wolff
Hartwick College

SATURDAY



Play It, Create It, Live It: 
Video Games and the Stories Students Tell

Paul Waelchli
University of Dubuque

SUNDAY



Authorship: 
Oral and Digital Narrative

Aparna Zambare
Central Michigan University

SUNDAY



ñWhat was quick is now slow; 
what was distant is now nearò

Edward Aiken
Syracuse University

SUNDAY



A War of Worlds

Nathan Faries
University of Dubuque

FRIDAY











H. G. Wells (1898)

Imperialism Newspapers


