
Realistic Picture Books 
 
 

Abercrombie, Barbara.    Charlie Anderson.    M.K. McElderry Books, c1990.    CL 
Pic Abe7c 1990  
 “the charming little girls and the furry gray cat are delightfully appealing, 
perfectly conveying the mood and message of the story.” School Library 
Journal December 01, 1990 

 
Baer, Edith.    This is the way we go to school : a book about children around the world.    

Scholastic, 1990.     CL Pic Bae71t 1990 
 “book's simplicity and upbeat mood will make it a good choice for 

preschool and primary grade teachers wanting to introduce children to the 
global village” Booklist October 01, 1990 

 
Bang, Molly.    When Sophie gets angry--really, really angry...    Blue Sky Press, 

c1999.     CL Pic Ban40w 1999 
 “Children may need to be assured that other options besides running 

outdoors exist for dealing with anger, but that said, Bang's strong, 
nonproscriptive acknowledgment of a feeling most children will recognize 
will be welcomed, as will the reassurance that though anger may come, it 
will also go away given time” Booklist February 01, 1999 

 
Banks, Kate.    The night worker.    Frances Foster Books/Farrar Straus Giroux, 

2000.    CL Pic Ban57n 2000  
“A lovely, affecting portrait of a father and son and of the night world” 
Booklist August 10, 2000 

 
Barber, Barbara E.    Allie's basketball dream.    Lee & Low Books, c1996.    CL Pic 

Bar34a 1996   
“By bringing objects in and out of focus, he effectively portrays motion, 
adding bounce to a story of perseverance.” Publisher’s Weekly November 11, 
1996 

 
Battle-Lavert, Gwendolyn.    Papa's mark.    Holiday House, c2003.    CL Pic 

Bat85p 2003   
 “a powerful story with a lot to offer to young” School Library Journal 

February 01, 2004 
 



Brusca, María Cristina.    On the pampas.    New York : H. Holt, c1991.    CL Pic 
Bru8o 1991 

 “Neither teachers nor students will want to miss this very attractive chance 
for learning” School Library Journal April 01, 1991 

 
Bunting, Eve.     Fly Away home.    Clarion Books, c1991.    CL Pic Bun75fly 1991 
 “their skill makes this a first-rate picture book that deserves a place in all 

collections.” School Library Journal June 01, 1991 
 
Bunting, Eve.     Going home.    HarperCollins Publishers, c1996.    CL Pic Bun75go 

1996 
 “veritable feast for the eyes, this South-of-the-border treat stirs the soul as 

well” Publisher’s Weekly September 23, 1996 
 
Bunting, Eve.    How many days to America?    Clarion Books, c1988.    CL Pic 

Bun75h 1988 
 “reminds us that we have modern-day pilgrims coming to our shores for 

much the same reasons, and that living in a free land is something for 
which we can be truly thankful” School Library Journal November 01, 2000 

 
Bunting, Eve.    Jin Woo.     Clarion Books, 2001.    CL Pic Bun85j 2001 
 “story's emotional veracity will speak to any new sibling” School Library 

Journal May 01, 2001 
 
Buzzeo, Toni.    Our librarian won't tell us anything!     Upstart Books, c2006.    CL 

Pic Buz94o 2006 
 “This amusing story with bright, zippy illustrations can be used to launch 

research units.” School Library Journal 
 

Castañeda, Omar S.    Abuela's weave.    Lee & Low Books, c1993.     CL Pic Cas73a 

1993 

 “book to be read independently and enjoyed by all children” School Library 
Journal July 01, 1993 

 
Chambers, Catherine E.    Daniel Boone and the Wilderness Road.    Troll, 1998,     

c1984.     CL Pic Cha42d 1998 
  
Chinn, Karen.    Sam and the lucky money.    Lee & Low Books, c1995.    CL Pic 

Chi55s 1995   

http://library.dbq.edu:8675/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=1223410N0145Y.240114&profile=ud&uri=search=TL~!Abuela's%20weave%20/&term=Abuela's%20weave%20/&aspect=basic&menu=search&source=~!dubuque


 “Subtle, sunny watercolors accurately render the boy's emotions and the 
Chinatown setting” Publisher’s Weekly September 08, 1997  

 
Clark, Ann Nolan.    In my mother's house.    Viking Press, 1963.    CL Pic Cla74i 

1963  
  
Cohn, Janice.    I had a friend named Peter : talking to children about the death of a 

friend.    W. Morrow, c1987.    CL Pic Coh6i 1987  
 “this book will be helpful to parents and teachers who want to talk with 

children about death” Booklist November 15, 1987 
 
De Paola, Tomie.    Nana upstairs & Nana downstairs.    Putnam, c1973.    CL Pic 

Dep36na 1973   
 “Although dePaola's book is a nostalgic tribute to his own family, its 

theme--that not only people but our love for them survives in our 
memories” Booklist February 15, 1998 

 
De Paola, Tomie.    Now one foot, now the other.    Putnam, c1981.    CL PIc Dep36n 

1981  
 “This gentle story will touch the hearts of listeners” School Library Journal 
 
Grifalconi, Ann.     Osa's pride.    Little, Brown, c1989.    CL Pic Gri32o 1989 
 “Unlike many stories in the folk tradition, this one does not distance 

readers; rather, the characters and the pace of the telling invite them into 
this satisfying book.” School Library Journal April 01, 1990 

 
Grifalconi, Ann.     The village of round and square houses.     Little, Brown, c1986.    

CL Pic Gri32v 1986 
 “The skills which Grifalconi exhibited in her City Rhythms (Bobbs-Merrill, 

1965; o.p.) are perfected in this exquisitely beautiful and appealing book” 
School Library Journal August 01, 1986 

 
Griffith, Helen V.    Grandaddy's place.    Greenwillow Books, c1987.      CL Pic 

Gri33g 1987 
 “encompasses the essence of the old man's ways and the little girl's fresh 

experiencing of them” Publisher’s Weekly June 26, 1987 
 
Hanson, Regina.    A season for mangoes.    Clarion Books, c2005.    CL Pic Han76s 

2005   
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 “The genuine emotion, details of life, and focus on the value of storytelling 
make this a useful addition” School Library Journal May 01, 2005 

 
Herron, Carolivia.    Nappy hair.    Knopf : Distributed by Random House, 1997.      

CL Pic Her66n 1997 
 “may want to have this unusual rhythmic book on hand for choral reading 

during Black History Month” Booklist February 01, 1997 
 
Johnson, Angela.    When I am old with you.    Orchard Books, c1990.    CL Pic 

Joh57w 1990  
 “The joy the two characters have in each other's company is richly evoked 

by Soman's vivid, burnished watercolors” Publisher’s Weekly March 29, 1993 
 
Johnson, Dolores.    What will Mommy do when I'm at school?    Macmillan ; Collier 

Macmillan, c1990.    CL Pic Joh61w 1990 
 “A fresh perspective on a familiar subject” Publisher’s Weekly August 10, 

1998 
 
Johnson, Dolores.    Papa's stories.    Macmillan ; Maxwell Macmillan Canada ; 

Maxwell Macmillan International, c1994.      CL Pic Joh61p 1994 
 “Though sweet and well-intentioned, Johnson's story muddles its message” 

Publisher’s Weekly February 14, 1994 
 
Juster, Norton.    The hello, goodbye window.    Hyperion Books for Children, c2005.    

CL Pic Jus74h 2005 
 “Perfect for lap-sharing, this book will find favor with children and adults 

alike” School Library Journal March 01, 2005 
 
Kroll, Virginia L.    Jason takes responsibility.    A. Whitman, 2005.    CL Pic Kro45j 

2005 
 “Young readers will relate to the simple plots, which will generate 

discussion” School Library Journal January 01, 2006 
 
Lee-Tai, Amy.    A place where sunflowers grow = Sabaku ni saita himawari.    

Children's Book Press ; Distributed to the book trade by Publishers Group 
West, c2006.     CL Pic Lee80p 2006  

 ” Readers will enjoy watching Mari grow in strength and confidence” 
Publsiher’s Weekly June 19, 2006 

 



McKissack, Pat.    The all-I'll-ever-want Christmas doll.    Schwartz & Wade Books, 
c2007.      CL Pic Mck57a 2007 

 “Learning to appreciate what you have and to share what you get are two 
lessons that never go out of style” School Library Journal October 01, 2007 

 
Vigna, Judith.    I wish Daddy didn't drink so much.    A. Whitman, 1988.     CL Pic 

Vig63i 1988 
 “realistic portrayal that provides a balanced picture of the sober and 

alcoholic parent and an early primary age child trying to make sense of it 
all.” School Library Journal January 01, 1989 

 
Vigna, Judith.    My big sister takes drugs.    A. Whitman, 1990.    CL Pic Vig63m 

1990   
 “This is bibliotherapy rather than literature, and is best used as part of a 

drug education/awareness program.” School Library Journal December 01, 
1990 

 
Vigna, Judith.     My two uncles.    Morton Grove, Ill. : A. Whitman, 1995.     CL Pic 

Vig63m 1995    
 “Parents seeking to explain a homosexual couple's relationship may find 

this book useful” School Library Journal June 01, 1995 
  
Viorst, Judith.    The tenth good thing about Barney.    Atheneum, 1979, c1971.    CL 

Pic Vio78t 1971  
 
Waber, Bernard.    Ira sleeps over.    Houghton Mifflin, 1972.    CL Pic Wab47i 1972  
 
Walvoord, Linda.    Adoption is for always.    A. Whitman, 1986.    CL Pic Gir37a 

1986   
 “This is attractive and absorbing a very good source for adults looking for 

ways to deal with children's feelings about adoption” Booklist February 01, 
1987 

 
Wells, Rosemary.    Otto runs for President.    Scholastic Press, 2008.    CL Pic 

Wel57o 2008  
 “satisfying conclusion demonstrates how a school election can lead to 

worthwhile change and be fun at the same time” School Library Journal 
August 01, 2008 
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