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My name is Virginia Speltz, and I
am a fifth-year senior from
Rockford, Illinois, majoring in
nursing. When I  first came to UD, I
wasn’t sure of my path, but after
exploring several different majors, 
I discovered that nursing was where
I truly belonged. Early in my soccer
season, I tore my ACL, which was a
difficult setback, but the timing
worked out. While I recovered, I
decided to pursue nursing, and
staying an extra year has allowed 
me to take advantage of my redshirt
season. 

What I love most about UD are the opportunities to be involved in so
many ways. I am proud to serve as captain of the women’s soccer team, a
student ambassador, and a board member of the Student Nursing
Association, where I manage the social media page. Beyond campus, I
work in the emergency room as a certified nursing assistant and volunteer
throughout the Dubuque community, gaining valuable hands-on
experience. After graduation, I hope to begin my career in a level 1
trauma emergency room. Thanks to scholarships, advanced simulation
labs, and strong clinical partnerships, UD has provided me with the
training, support, and confidence to succeed in the nursing field. 


